
 
 

                                  BondCote helps airport project take off. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“You’re looking at large roof 
areas.  The curved roofs are 
very visible design elements, so 
aesthetics were important. As 
were HVAC considerations. Of 
course, we had to make sure 
the single-ply roofing 
membrane chose would meet 
Factory Mutual Systems 1-90 
wind uplift requirements.” 
 
 
- Gordon M. Schirmer 

Specifier/Construction        
HNTB 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving Southern New England, the T.F. 

Green State Airport is a regional hub with 

218 commercial flights taking off and 

landing daily. Approximately 2,500,000 

people use the facility annually. 
 

And, at peak travel times, more that 1,000 

cars an hour stream in and out of this 

facility. 
 

Yet the site was very restricted. As a 

result, an interim terminal had to be 

erected (which will eventually be 

removed), the old terminal will be 

demolished, and the new, 310,000 sq ft 

terminal opened for business in Fall 1996. 

In all, various aprons and taxiways were 

replaced, fifteen gates were constructed, 

and a two-level access road and over 

2,000 new parking spaces were 

constructed. Each of these steps had to be 

accomplished in a perfectly-timed 

sequence.  
 

Gilbane Building Company – among the 

largest contractors in the United States – 

was awarded the three-year long, 

$132,000,000 construction management 

contract. Its assignment was to coordinate 

over 20 prime contractors as well as 

interface with the Federal Aviation 

Administration and FHWA. 

The architectural firm of HNTB 

Corporation employs over 2,000 people in 

offices across the country.  HNTB’s 

Architectural Practice specialties include 

airports, transportation facilities, 

landscape architecture, sports facilities, 

public assembly and convention centers. 

In addition, HNTB’s Engineering Practice 

handled the apron, taxiways, drainage, 

roadway and bridge work for the project. 
 

The specifier/construction engineer from 

HNTB, Gordon M. Schirmer, said 

“You’re looking at large roof areas. The 

curved roofs are very visible design 

elements, so aesthetics were important. 

As were HVAC considerations. Of 

course, we had to make sure the single ply 

roofing membrane chosen would meet 

Factory Mutual Systems 1-90 wind uplift 

requirements. To establish the standard of 

performance and quality required, we 

evaluated a number of single-ply 

membranes; and BondCote was specified. 

A major consideration was the fact that 

fewer fasteners would be required to meet 

all the specs.  And the dollar savings were  
substantial. 
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“We also know the pilots did not want a 

white roof. They wondered about too 

much glare. The light-gray color specified 

was integral to the membranes supplied 

by BondCote. But beyond proven product 

performance, we also knew BondCote 

would provide technical support on site 

and on-time delivery. And because 

BondCote continues to follow-up, 

everything is going very, very well.” 

 

The contractor, Larry Brillon, President of 

Eagle Cornice Co. said, “We’re bringing 

95 year of commercial roofing experience 

to this project. And the technical service 

and support from Marty Jolly and Joe 

DeFilippo has been better than 95 percent 

of the companies I deal with.  These guys 

know what they’re talking about. They’re 

responsive. Immediately. The material, 

too, was always delivered on time. No 

delays, no problems. I’ll work with 

BondCote again anytime.” 

 

Joe DeFilippo, BondCote’s technical 

representative described the BondCote 

facilities in detail. “We installed 200,000 

sq ft of BondCote’s Series 400 on ten 

individual roofs, over three types of 

decks. On flat steel decks, it was 

mechanically attached over tapered 

isocyanurate insulation. On both the large 

and small curved roofs, BondCote was 

fully adhered over isocyanurate 

insulation. On concrete, as well as on 

lightweight concrete decks, 2-inch and 3-

inch isocyanurate insulation was used and 

then the BondCote membrane was fully 

adhered. Everything, of course, met 

Factory Mutual 1-90 wind uplift 

requirements. The rolls went down 

straight and true. The color is absolutely 

consistent. It’s a beautiful job!” 

 

Airports are a tough environment for 

roofing. Beyond the usual weather 

extremes of sun and snow, there are 

concentrated fuel vapors, airborne grease 

from restaurant ducts, plus vibration from 

jet engines. BondCote is a fabric-

reinforced NBP thermoplastic single-ply 

produce that resists punctures, extreme 

levels of wind uplift, ultraviolet rays, 

mildew, grease and many industrial 

chemicals. It has a UL Class A fire rating.   

 

Next time you’re coming in for a landing 

at the airport, look at the roof. You’ll 

better appreciate how BondCote roofing 

membranes continue to come through 

with flying colors.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roofing Specifications: 
Project: T.F. Green Airport, 
Providence, RI 
 
Decks: Steel; concrete 
 
Insulation: 2” and 3” tapered and flat 
isocyanurate 
 
Footage: 200,000 sq ft 
 
Membrane: BondCote 400 Series, 
light gray NBP membrane 
 
Attachment System: Fully adhered 
and mechanically attached with 
BondCote’s heavy-duty, corrosion 
resistant fasteners; all seams hot-air 
welded. 
 
 
Project Team: 
 
Owner: Rhode Island Airport 
Corporation, Warwick, RI 
 
Construction Manager: Gilbane 
Building Company, Providence, RI 
 
Architect: HNTB Corporation, 
Boston, MA 
 
Roofing Contractor: Eagle Cornice 
Co., Inc., Cranston, RI 
 
Roofing Manufacturer: BondCote 
Roofing Systems 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BondCote Corporation 
4090 Pepperell Way 
Dublin, VA, 24084 
1-800-368-2160 
 


