
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“BondCote Roofing is almost 
as tough as our steel!” 

- Bob Nelson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Century Steel 
Braces for Windy 
City with BondCote 
 
When Century Steel, a leading 

steel manufacturer in Chicago 

Heights, Illinois, evaluated 

roofing systems, they knew they 

needed a product as formidable as 

their own.  “Chicago weather is 

tough,” Bob Nelson, Project 

Engineer, pointed out.  “Talk 

about thermal shock!  During the 

summer, our roof expands six 

inches.  Then shrinks in the 

winter.  As a result, our roof was 

always leaking.” 

 

What’s more, high aloft in the 

peak of Century Steel’s huge 

plant hang heavy-duty cranes.  

Day after day, they carry steel 

coils and rolls weighing up to  

 

 

 

50,000 pounds.  As the cranes 

move, the entire structure 

trembles and shakes.    

 

To remedy the leaky roof, 

Century tried liquid coatings.  

“But the fasteners just backed 

out,” exclaimed Bob.  “They 

punctured right through the 

sheeting. 

 

“When I read the BondCote ad in 

a trade magazine, I called Al 

Sorenson of Century Roofing 

who gave me a sample of 

BondCote’s fabric-reinforced 

membrane.  I was impressed.  I 

was even more impressed when 

Al said BondCote had never had 

a material failure.  It seemed to 

me our on-going structural 

shaking would have caused 

virtually any roofing membrane 

to split. 
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“In 1992, we installed BondCote 

on 110,000 sq. ft. over steel 

decking using 1” ISO and are 

cover board, all mechanically 

fastened.  The slope has a rise of 

6” in 12”.  Then in 1993, we 

added 29,000 sq. ft. using the 

BondVent non-penetrating 

system on steel decking with a 6-

mil polyethylene slip-sheet.  In 

1995, another 54,000 sq. ft. of 

BondCote was mechanically 

fastened over ½” recover board 

over steel. 

 

“We have had absolutely no 

roofing problems since then.  I’m 

convinced BondCote makes the 

best single-ply membrane on the 

market today.  It’s almost as 

tough as our steel”, concluded 

Bob. 

 

Al Sorenson, of Century Roofing, 

said he has used BondCote on 

several other commercial projects 

in the Chicago area.  “The 

technical support and co-

operation from BondCote over 

the years has been very, very 

good.  And BondCote’s no-

material-failure track record can’t 

be matched.” 

 

BondCote is a fabric-reinforced 

NBP (acrylonitrile butadiene 

polymer) single-ply thermoplastic 

product that resists punctures, 

extreme levels of wind uplift, 

ultraviolet rays, mildew, grease, 

and many industrial chemicals.  It 

has a UL Class A fired rating and 

is backed by a 10- or 15- year 

labor and material warranty. 

 

“I’m bidding on other projects 

right now, “Al reports.  “And I’m 

planning to use BondCote on 

every one of them.  Why not? 

BondCote’s membrane remains 

flexible season after season, year 

after year.” 

 

No small feat, in the Windy City 

or wherever you are. 

Roofing Specifications: 

 

Project:  Century Steel Corporation 
Chicago Heights, IL. 
 
1992 (BondCote) 
Square Footage:  110,000 sq.ft. 
Deck:  Steel 
Insulation:  1” Isocyanurate 
Recover 
Mechanically fastened. 
 
1993 (BondVent) 
Square Footage: 29,000 sq.ft. 
Deck:  Steel 
Recover 
½” Recover Board 
Mechanically fastened. 
 
 
Project Team: 
 
Owner:  Century Steel Corporation 
Roofing Contractor:  Century 
Roofing Corp. 
Roofing Manufacturer:  BondCote 
Roofing Systems 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BondCote Corporation 
4090 Pepperell Way 
Dublin, VA, 24084 
1-800-368-2160 


